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No Congressman will seriously doubt that the Con- -
gress is not at the present moment capable of delivering the
goods if it was called upon to do so. If it was capable, it
would not wait for the call. But every Congressman believes
that the Congress is fast becoming such a body. The brilliant
success at Haripura will be cited as the most conclusive
proof  of  the   fact.
The riots and certain other things I can mention should
make us pause and ask ourselves whether the Congress is
really growing from strength to strength. I must own that I
have been guilty of laying that claim. Have I been over-
hasty in doing  so?
It is my conviction that the phenomenal growth of the
Congress is due to its acceptance and enforcement, however
imperfect, of the policy of non-violence. Time has arrived to
consider the nature of Congress non-violence. Is it non-
violence of the weak and the helpless, or of the strong and
the powerful? If it is the former, it will never take us to our
goal and, if long practised, may even render us for ever
unfit for self-government. The weak and helpless are non-
violent in action because they must be. But in reality they
harbour violence in their breasts and simply await opportu-
nity for its display. It is necessary for Congressmen individu-
ally and collectively to examine the quality of their non-
violence. If it does not come out of real strength, it would
be best and honest for the Congress to make such a de-
claration and make the necessary changes in its behaviour.
By this time, i.e. after seventeen years' practice of non-
violence, the Congress should be able to put forth a non-
violent army of volunteers numbering not a few thousands
but lacs who would be equal to every occasion where the
police and military are required. Thus, instead of one brave
Pashupatinath Gupta who died in the attempt to secure
peace,* we should be able to produce hundreds. And a
* The following correction by M. D. appeared in the next issue
{dated 2-4-1938) of Harijan:
"We are glad to have to say that the statement that Shri Pashu-
patinath Gupta was dead is incorrect. We have a telegram from the
Allahabad District Congress Committee saying that though he was
seriously stabbed he is making satisfactory progress."

